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President Keith Wills called the July meeting to order with 26
members and 6 guests present. Keith reported that the club
had recently purchased a good deal of silver and paid 6 times
face value for it. Members were reminded that there are still
some summer and winter ball caps with the club logo for sale
for $10 each. Keith also had some fundraiser tickets for the
Texas Council of Treasure Clubs 2007 Treasure Show and
asked for volunteers to sell the tickets. First place will be a
25-ounce silver bar, second place, an 1880 US $5 gold coin,
and third place a 6-ounce silver round. The drawing will be
held November 11 at the Six Amigos Hunt in Canton and
winners do not have to be present to win.

Members discussed supporting the Six Amigos hunt even
though the Henderson Syrup Festival will be held the same
weekend and the Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association
is planning to have a fund raising booth at the Syrup Festival.
Members voted to support the Six Amigos Hunt with a
donation of $100 even though most of the RCTHA members
will be attending the Syrup Festival to assist with that fund
raising effort.

Members discussed the problem in the Tyler area with
persons using full size shovels in public parks and not
covering their holes properly. It was stated that members
need to be especially conscious of making a good impression
on the public by using small digging tools, covering their
holes and generally leaving an area in as good or better
shape than when they arrived.

Discussion was held on plans for the Syrup Festival on
November 11, 2006. The club will probably have an Ace 250
for a drawing prize and will be contacting other manufacturers
to see if they will donate items for prizes.

Members discussed and voted to hold a night hunt on July 29
and Junior and Dorris St. Clair's with a homemade ice-cream
supper beforehand.

A.D Clark was voted by acclimation to serve as Sergeant at
Arms for the club.

The suggestion was made to see about having one of the
EMS technicians come and speak to the club about first aid
and dealing with medical emergencies that might arise while
metal detecting.

Bob Sullivan presented information on doing research to
locate areas to detect and also showed members some of his
finds from Civil War sites. Bob discussed using old maps and
modern GPS units and two way radios to assist with locating
sites that might hold
desirable targets and
relics from the Civil War
era.

Bob shared some of his
experiences while in the
field with members and
discussed methods of
obtaining permission to
hunt on private land.

He also spoke about what
detector brands he
prefers and other
equipment he finds useful
when out detecting.

Bob told members that
being able to figure out
where old camp sites
might have been located
can mean the difference
between being successful
on a hunt and coming up

empty handed.
Long time detectorisBob Sullivan
speaks to the RCTHA members
the Thursday night club meeti
held in Henderson, Texas.

A few of
Bob’s Civil
War relics he
displayed for
club
members
during his
presentation.




We Apprec

August meeting refreshments volunteers:
Sam Harris, Rick Backus, Bob Wills
Ticket sales volunteers:

Jess Allen

r Volunteers!

Dates to Remember

Longview Club Meeting — August 12

RCTHA Meeting — August 8, 7:00 p.m.
Eastside Baptist Church, Henderson, TX.

SCMDA Meeting — August 19

July Ticket Drawing Winners

Winner ltem
Glinda Cochran, Rick Backus Coins 1% | Keith Ballow 1939 Quarter
Harland Barton, A.D. Clark 2" | Rod Johnson Saw Blade Penny
39 | Junior St. Clair 1941 Wheat Penny
Sign-in Sheet Drawing Winners Jewelry | 1% | Keith Wills Gold & Diamond Ring
2"9 | Dorris St. Clair Bracelet
Keith Ballow, Suzanne Reed, Becky Sullivan : 3:: Jess Allen Gold Wedding Band
Jerry Dodd, Glen Spears, Junior St. Clair Artifacts | 1 | Michael Culotta Toy Pistol
Michael Culotta, Sam Harris, Rod Johnson Z Bob Sullivan CW Projectile
3 Keith Wills Pocket Knife
; Tokens | 1% | Junior St. Clair Parking Token
Name Tag Winner 29 | Keith Wills Game Token
3% | Suzanne Reed 3 Tokens in Same Holg
Tommy Walker Judges 1%t | Jerry Dodd US Uniform Button
Choice 2" | Dorris St. Clair Pendant
39 | Keith Wills Gold Ring
Beach Finds Civil War
Projectile
Bob Sullivan,

These are some of the finds Keith Wills found on the
beach. Keith and his father, Bob Wills recently took a
trip down to the Lake Charles area to do some beach

detecting.

found this Civil
War era cannon
projectile while
detecting in an old
battlefield area in
Tennessee.




Meet Ou: Members

David Chapman

(Editor’s Note):

David Chapman is one of the Rusk County Treasure
Hunters Associations’ most active members. David has
served as the President of the club in the past and is
currently one of the vice presidents. When the club needs
something, David can be counted upon to step up and get it
taken care of. From purchasing silver coins for the club’s
hunts, to working with other clubs to organize joint hunts,
seeding the hunt fields to cooking the hotdogs, David has
been involved with every aspect of the RCTHA club and
deserves a big thank you from club members for all he does
to support the club.

David is employed at Texas Eastman in Longview, Texas
as a mechanic. He has several detectors but normally uses
a Shadow X2 when relic hunting and coin shooting.

David has been active in the metal detecting hobby for eight
years and enjoys detecting with friends and his son Caleb.
Relic hunting is David's favorite detecting activity and he
tells us that his favorite find to date is a Civil War bayonet
he found while detecting the Mansfield, Louisiana battlefield
area. David also enjoys beach detecting whenever he and
his family can get away to the coast for a few days and he
has a Garrett water machine for those trips so that he can
get out in the surf without worrying about getting his
detector wet.

His advise to other detectorists is to “hunt slow”. David
enjoys deer and duck hunting and fishing when he is not out
detecting for relics. His favorite club related activities are
the monthly club meetings and the seeded hunts that the
various clubs organize and put on.

David Chapman

David would like to see the RCTHA become more involved with
supporting the Lions Camp for Children and club members
become more involved with club activities.

Ice-cream supper and Night Hunt

Everyone seemed to be pleased with their finds filtoennight hunt andg
the chance to sample some really good homemadzéegn recipes.

Club members enjoyed some fellowship time during the ice-
cream dinner, which preceded the night hunt this past Saturday
evening. Silver and clad coins as well as some caches of
jewelry were seeded in the field and members had to use their
detectors without the use of any kind of lights to locate and
retrieve the targets. Even though the targets were not buried,
but on top of the ground, it was still a challenge to pinpoint and
retrieve those pesky little dimes in the dark.

There was only one report of any critters crawling around on
the ground in the dark but he was last seen slipping up a
nearby tree to get away from all the crazy people with beeping
sticks that had invaded his territory.

It was still plenty warm after dark but it was a lot better than
being out there in the broiling July sun digging targets.




Finds of the Month Entries
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