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President Keith Wills kwills@etex.net 

VP/Treasurer Jess Allen jessallen743@hotmail.com 

Vice President Sam Harris samkharris@aol.com 

Secretary Suzanne Reed bullterrier3@juno.com 

Newsletter Editor Keith Ballow kballow@hughes.net 

Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association Club Officers 

Late July in East Texas means HOT and HUMID weather  
but the RCTHA members braved the high temps and hu-
midity to have a club hunt at Lake Tyler this past Satur-
day, July 28.  Fortunately, unseasonably cool and cloudy 
weather made for an enjoyable morning detecting the 
beach along the swimming area at the lake. 
 
Along with the goodies that were found, members dug 
up, picked up and disposed of several pounds of trash and 
junk metal from the beach area, leaving this heavily used 
beach in better condition than it was when they arrived. 
 
Gayle Keough, Charles Walters and Jess Allen each 
found a silver ring.  Richard Green found a nice chunk of 
silver that could have been an earring in its past life. 
Dana Logston received the honors of the ugliest find with 
a brick.  Jerri Walters was recognized as finding the most 
money and Mike Keough won the prize for finding the 
most trash.  Unique finds were Dana Logston’s hot 
wheels car, Jess Allen’s old stove leg and Karen Price’s 
window handle.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Wills managed to find a 
gold stud with diamond earring 
while hunting out in the water. 
 
With around twenty club mem-
bers participating, the hunt was 
declared a success with members 
enjoying finds, fellowship, and a 
visit to the lake on a hot July day 
in East Texas. 

Members inspect their own and other’s loot after the lake hunt. 

President Keith Wills called the monthly business meet-
ing to order at 7:00 p.m. with 32 members and guests pre-
sent.   Keith reminded members that the club was still 
needing to purchase silver dimes and they can contact 
any club officer if they have coins they wish to sell. 
 
Dorris St. Clair and Bob Bradberry are leading the pack 
with the highest scores in the hunter of the year contest. 
 
Discussion was held on having a club hunt at Lake Tyler 
and Saturday July 28 was selected for the hunt date. 
 
The token hidden for the clue hunt has not been located 
and is still out there for some lucky club member to find. 
 
Keith Wills closed out the meeting by sharing various 
tips and techniques he has learned over the years on suc-
cessful detecting. 
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Alden Utzman receives some pointers on retrieving a target from 
Suzanne Reed. 

Club hunts are the perfect opportunity for new detectorists to gain 
invaluable assistance and tips from more experienced club members. Finds and trash from the Lake Tyler club hunt. 
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By Keith Ballow 
 

One day in late August of last year (2006) Suzanne 
and I were out detecting on the football practice field in Hen-
derson, Texas.  As I recall it was one of those typical late Au-
gust days when you feel like you can hardly breathe because of 
the heat and humidity. 

 

We had started detecting early that morning to beat the heat 
and the soccer players.  I had popped off to Suzanne that I was 
going to dig every target I hit that morning in hopes of finding 
a gold ring or some piece of gold jewelry of some kind so I 
had already dug a pouch full of lawnmower shredded alumi-
num can parts and as many pull tabs, when I got a solid hit on 
a target with my Troy Shadow X5 detector.  The target was 
obviously not a coin and a little deeper than the normal pieces 
of aluminum cans that I had been digging all morning. Using 
the X5’s pin pointer it was also obvious the target was fairly 
small. 
 

Not knowing what to expect I dug a 5 to 6 inch plug and 
passed it over my detector’s coil.  No signal, the target was 
still in the hole.  I reached in and pulled the loose dirt from the 
bottom of the hole and this time the signal boomed in my 
headphones as I swiped the handful of dirt across the detec-
tor’s coil.  Sure enough when I opened my hand there in the 
dirt was the little gold ring with a deep purple stone. 
 

Suzanne must have heard me 
exclaim “All-right”, because 
she was coming across the 
field to see what I had found 
when I looked up to wave it at 
her. 
 

Finding the ring pretty much 
wrapped up our detecting that 
morning and we headed back 
to Suzanne’s for something 
cool to drink and see what we 
could find out about the owner 
of the ring.  True to form Suzanne began her detective routine 
and by the middle of the afternoon we were 99.9% sure we had 
identified the owner of the ring and even spoken to her sister 
on the phone.   
 

Turned out the sister whom the ring belonged to had moved to 
North Dakota and would be coming back to East Texas to visit 
her family for Thanksgiving or Christmas in the fall.  We made 
arrangements with her sister still living here in town to contact 
us when her sister 
came to visit so we 
could return her ring 
and get a picture of her 
and the ring together 
again after 21 years.  
As often happens, peo-
ple’s plans change and 
it was July of 2007 be-
fore the ring’s owner 
came back to Hender-
son for a visit.  
We met Cynthia and 
her sister Cecila and 
after introductions pre-
sented Cynthia with a 
wrapped box contain-
ing her long lost class ring. 
The rest of the story was that Cynthia had received her ring 
and had it for only a couple of months when she had given it to 
a boy-friend who was wearing it as a necklace, which broke 
while he was at football practice and the ring could not be 

found in the practice field grass.  
The pictures below tell the rest 
of the story 
 
 

1986, Ladies Class ring 

You can see all of the junk that I had 
already dug that morning before I 

found the class ring. 

Keith, with sisters Cynthia and Cecilia 

Cynthia as she sees her class ring for the first time  
in 21 years. 

Football Practice Field 
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New Fisher Detector Keith Wills had on display. 

Tom Moss with some of his many 
nice finds from the Jefferson, Texas 
area. 

Michael  
Culotta just being  

himself. 

Civil War era tent 
guy rope tentioner. 

Yep, Michael found this 
cell phone while out  
detecting. 


