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The November club meeting was held at the Kilgore city 

park.  After a brief business meeting and sharing a very 

long Subway sandwich, members participated in a night 

hunt.  There was not a find of 

the month contest since the 

meeting was held ñIn the 

Fieldò so to speak.  Members 

had a fun time searching for 

silver coins, clad coins and 

buffalo nickels thrown on top 

of the ground.  Besides being 

fun, a night hunt teaches us to 

do a good job of pin-pointing 

our finds as it is almost im-

possible to locate a silver 

dime in the pitch dark unless 

you have pin-pointed it pretty 

darn close. 

During the course of the short business meeting Michael 

Culotta was elected to serve as the club president for 

2008.  The remaining 

slate of officers re-

mained the same for the 

upcoming year.  Every-

one found a pocket full 

of coins and Bob 

Anderson even man-

aged to find a silver 

bracelet.  Why to go Bob! 

 

Hello fellow RCTHA members, 

This is the season to think about what we are grateful for 

as well as a time for celebration.  Iôm thinking that is was 

less than two years ago that I met Keith Wills and he per-

suaded me to come 

to a meeting of the 

R u s k  C o u n t y 

Treasure Hunters 

Association.  I at-

tended my first 

meeting with my 

new Garrett 250 

and the hopes that I 

would meet some 

likeminded folks 

who would help 

me regain my in-

terest in a hobby I 

used to en-

joy.  What I found 

was a bunch of 

people that not 

only knew how to metal detect, but also how to have a 

really great time doing it.  I am so thankful for 

that.  Thankful that it was this club I joined and for you 

who are a part of my metal detecting life.  Iôve learned a 

lot and met some good friends.  I know we only see each 

other a couple times a month, but hey, thatôs as much of a 

good time as I can stand. 

Enough of the mushy stuff, letôs talk about the 

club.  Please join me in applauding Mr. Keith Wills for 

his contribution to the club as  
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Keith Wills, Jess Allen, Keith Ballow, Luke Jordan, 
Junior St. Clair, Suzanne Reed 

Ticket Drawing Winners  
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Lee St. Clair, Dorris St. Clair, Dana Logston,  
Junior St. Clair, David Haney, Bob Bradbury,  

Keith Ballow, Tina Foxworth, Sam Harris  
Ed Worley, Rachel Jordan, Jimmy Clark,  

and Charles Walters 

 
 
 
 

A Huge òThank Youó to all club members who 
volunteered to bring snacks and drinks to the 

meetings throughout this past year!  

Comments from Keith Wills, Outgoing President  

Thank you from Keith Wills  

 

First I would like to thank all the 

many officers I have worked 

with over the years as president 

of the Rusk County Treasure 

Hunters Association, they all 

deserve a big hand of applause.  

In the four years I have served 

in the position of president, I am 

happy to say our organization is 

still strong and made up of good 

down home dedicated folks.  To be honest, I do wish 

more of the membership would try to get involved with 

the activities of the organization and not leave most of the 

work to those few that are always ready to serve.  If 

everyone helps and shares the responsibility of the club 

then we won't see those that stop coming due to having to 

carry the responsibility on their shoulders nearly alone.  

We should all  be looking for opportunities to promote 

our hobby in our local newspapers and in return this type 

of good PR advertising will open many more doors and 

areas for all of us to use and enjoy in our local 

communities. Remember this the next time you find a 

ring or car keys for someone, ask to take a photo and 

write a short story about the good deed and turn it in to 

the local newspaper.  This will not only strengthen the 

hobby but will help the club attract more members and 

it's good deeds will be known to thousands.   

 

in 1974 and feel like Iôm a real Texan.  Please do not 

burst my bubble.  I do own a cowboy hat and used to 

have a pair or cheap cowboy boots that wore a hole in the 

side of my small toe on my left foot.  I started metal de-

tecting in 1983 to about 1989.  I went solo most of the 

time which is probably why I lost interest.  A club is the 

way to go.   

I want to thank you for your vote of confidence in elect-

ing me as your new president.  Iôm looking forward to 

working with all of you in continuing to have a strong 

and fun club.  With the help of those who can, weôre hop-

ing to have demonstrations, presentations, guest speakers, 

workshops, food, the introduction of more technology 

than just that machine at the end of our arm, more food, 

parties, night hunts, outdoor and indoor activities, food, 

children's detector related activities, open seminars for 

the public, training activities, secret hunts, clue hunts, and 

of course... FOOD. 

 

Please donôt forget about our annual Christmas Party, De-

cember 11.  Bring your gift (valued up to $10), food, and 

your old blue tickets for the draw-
continued on page 3 
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president these past years.  In my opinion, he has gone 

that extra mile in sharing his deep knowledge of the 

hobby, leadership, and level headedness.  His contribu-

tions of prizes, equipment, connections with manufactur-

ers and organizations, and his never ending political bat-

tles to keep this activity viable for the general public both 

young and old, has been greatly appreciated.  His future 

work with the club is so important.  I know that he will 

continue to be a valuable asset to all of us.  Thank you 

Keith. 

As for meé I was lonely a boy who used to live in an old 

trailer down by the river.  NO, Iôm just kidding.  As most 

of you know, I was born and raised in New Orleans, Lou-

isiana.  Please donôt hold that against me as it was there 

that I gained my pallet for fine foods such as crawfish 

and foods cooked in iron cookware.  I lived there until I 

was 19, joined the military, and then worked as a radio 

announcer (disc jockey) in Mississippi.  I moved to Texas 

continued on page 4 
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continued from page 2  

ings.   Iôm really excited about this party and want to give 

each and every one of you a hug.  So wear clean clothes 

and look out.  Iôll be the one with open arms. 

 

Finding treasures, 

Michael Culotta 

 

The Rusk County Treasure Hunter Association partici-

pated in the annual Syrup Festival again this past Novem-

ber 10.  As this event has become one of the clubôs larg-

est fundraisers for the year, everyone who came out to 

help set up on Friday and to man the booth on Saturday 

deserves a great big At-A-Boy!  We also want to thank 

Carl and Shawn for the use of the tables and chairs again 

this year. 

Keith Wills also had many of his finds on display again 

this year that captured the adults interest.  A big thanks to 

Keith for the prizes for the kids and the foreign coins for 

them to hunt for. 

 

I swear some of those kids came through the line three 

and four times!  Every time I looked up they were there 

again with another ticket in their hand and a great big 

smile on their face, ready to try their hand at finding 

treasure one more time.  From the comments of many of 

the adults, pictures taken and smiles on their parents and 

grand parents faces itôs a pretty safe bet they enjoyed the 

treasure hunt also. 

 

Between the detector raffle and the sandbox the club 

cleared around $500.  Not bad for a day of fun! 

 

Henderson Syrup Festival ð 2008 

The kids started coming and kept coming while the adults 

checked out the many finds on display at the clubs booth. 

Thanks to all the club 

members who contributed 

their time and efforts to 

make this event a success 

again this year! 


