
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RRiinnggss,,  RRiinnggss  aanndd  MMoorree  RRiinnggss!!   
 
What a day!  Members were pulling rings out of the old 
swimming area left and right!  Last January 14, 
members of the 
RCTHA enjoyed a club 
hunt at a private camp 
on Lake Bob Sandlin.  
Club president Keith 
Wills and his father 
Bob Wills had obtained 
permission from the 
property owners for the 
club to conduct a hunt 
in the area.  Several 
members set the mood 
for the day with the 
usual tall tales and 
fellowship, when they 
met for breakfast in 
Gilmer on their way up 
to the lake. 
Your newsletter editor 
lost count of exactly 
how many rings were recovered when the count went to 
the high side of 25.  There were some costume jewelry 
rings found but there were also several school class 

rings and wedding bands 
found in the old swimming 
area where a pier used to 
be located.  Our current low 
lake levels in East Texas 
had exposed this area, and 
offered a 20-foot wide 
section of what used to be 
the lake’s bottom for 
members to detect.  Along 
with the rings there were 
several pockets full of coins 
found also.  No doubt, this 
will be one of those hunts 
that will be talked about for 
a long time to come.  
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More rings than you 
can shake a stick at! 

Lots of smiles to 
go with lots of 
finds! 



 

 

CCllaassss  RRiinngg  LLoosstt  ffoorr  2200  YYeeaarrss,,  RReettuurrnneedd  ttoo  OOwwnneerr  
 
ILona Allen of Lindale tells us that with Suzanne Reed’s 
assistance, she was able to locate the owner of the 1966 
class ring she found at 
the Bob Sandlin Lake, 
club hunt.  The owner, 
Mrs. Benoit, lives in 
Arlington now, and 
according to her, she had 
given her ring to her 
daughter, who lost it at 
the lake about 20 years 
ago.  ILona tells us that 
she has two more class 
rings that she is in the 
process of returning to 
their owners as soon as 
she can locate them.  
Great gesture ILona, and 
great PR for our hobby 
as well! 
 

  
DDaatteess  ttoo  RReemmeemmbbeerr   

 
RCTHA Meeting – February 14, 7:00 p.m.   
Eastside Baptist Church, Henderson, TX. 

 
Longview Club Meeting – February 11 

 
SCMDA Meeting – February 18 

Tyler, TX. 
 

GPAA Show, Ft. Worth 
February 25 – 26 

 
Rusk & Smith County Easter Egg Hunt 

April 8, 2006 
 

Texas Council of Treasure Clubs – April 29 –30, 2006 
Fort Worth, TX. 

 
WWATS Rally – Antlers, OK. 

October 21 - 22 

JJaannuuaarryy  MMeeeettiinngg  NNootteess  
 
Plans for the TCTC show were discussed.  Members are 
invited to bring their finds to have on display during the 
show and again this year we will need members to 
volunteer to man the tables.  Plans at this point are to 
combine efforts with the Smith County Club to ensure 
that we have plenty of folks to man the tables and 
everyone still has time to walk around and view the other 
displays at the show.  More details will be forthcoming, 
as they are known. 
 
Keith Wills announced that members from the Greenville 
Prospectors Club will be visiting at the Rusk County 
February meeting and that they will be presenting 
information on prospecting to club members. 
 
Keith Wills updated members on the issues going on in 
Harris County, where county parks have been closed to 
metal detecting in response to the concerns raised by the 
Texas Historical Commission.  Efforts are underway to 
negotiate an acceptable agreement between all parties 
involved that will continue to allow recreational metal 
detecting in county parks in Harris County. 
 
Jess Allen and Jerri Walters volunteered to bring 
refreshments to the February meeting on the fourteenth. 
 
Note: 
A word to the wise…All you guys need to remember that 
February 14 is Valentines Day, so plan accordingly and 
stay out of the dog house!  

  
 
 

2006 Club Officers 
President Keith Wills 

Vice President David Chapman 
Vice President Harland Barton 

Treasurer Dorris St. Clair 
Secretary Suzanne Reed 

Newsletter Editor Keith Ballow  

MMoonntthhllyy  FFiinnddss  CCoonntteesstt  
  Winner Item 

Coins 1st Keith Wills 1880 Indian Head Penny 
 2nd Corey Bobbitt 1888 V Nickel 
 3rd Junior. St. Clair 1976 ½ Dollar 

Jewelry 1st Bob Wills 14K & Diamond Ring 
 2nd Charles Walters 10K & Diamond Ring 
 3rd A.D. Clark Boy Scout Star Pin 

Artifacts 1st Junior. St. Clair Boy Scout Tie Clasp 
 2nd Keith Ballow 1983 Dog Tag 
 3rd Jess Allen Stagecoach Spring 

Tokens 1st Junior. St. Clair Alamo Token 
 2nd Jess Allen AMECO Token 
 3rd Jerri Walters Brass Token 

Judges 1st Charles Walters Silver Charms 
Choice 2nd Sue Anderson Silver Ear Ring 

 3rd Jess Allen  Assorted Coins 



 
 
 

 
This month meet a duo of detectorists.  Members Bob 
and Sue Anderson  from Bossier City, Louisiana. 
 
Sue uses a Troy, Shadow X2 detector and appreciates 
its light weight and the fact that it works well on land and 
dry beach sand.  Sue has been detecting for more than 
30 years and normally hunts with her husband Bob.   
 
Sue enjoys all kinds of detecting from coin shooting and 
relic hunting to fresh and saltwater detecting.   
 
Sue is employed with American Greetings and her 
advice to others for being successful at detecting is to 
“Hunt every chance you get”. 

 
Sue’s favorite club 
functions are 
Seeded Hunts and 
the finds of the 
month contest. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sue’s husband Bob Anderson is the second half of our 
detecting duo this month.  Bob is a computer consultant 
and enjoys water hunting.  He uses a couple of different 
detectors including a Minelab Excalibur and Tesorro 
Tiger Shark. 
 
Bob has been detecting for over 30 years also and 
normally hunts with Sue.  They enjoy water detecting and 
attending planted hunts together. 
 
Bob tells us that his best find to date is Sue, which is not 
surprising since Sue said that her best find was Bob. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob’s advice to other detectorists is to “Hunt Smart”, and 
his favorite aspects of being involved with metal 
detecting clubs are the seeded hunts and the find of the 
month contest. 
 
Bob enjoys selling on E-Bay and is a member of 
FMDAC, TCTC, and the Shreveport, Longview and 
Henderson metal detecting clubs. 
 

 

 
Six Amigos Hunt, Canton, TX 

 
Club Hunt, Henderson, TX 

Bob with a classic detector 



FFiinnddss  ooff   tthhee  MMoonntthh  EEnnttrriieess  

  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  
 



 
White’s Electronics Reps Visit with RCTHA 

 
The Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association was 
fortunate to have representatives from White’s Metal 
Detectors visit during the Bob Sandlin Lake hunt last 
month.  Along with an opportunity to visit with our club 
members, the White’s folks were kind enough to 
donate several gifts to the club, including a new metal 
detector and a new Bull’s-eye pin pointer. 
 
All the gift items were a pleasant surprise and were 
very much appreciated by the club’s members.   
 
Thanks, White’s Electronics  for your generosity! 
 
Shown here are some of the prizes and the folks from 
White’s visiting with our members during the lunch 
break. 

 
Detecting is hard work and everyone enjoyed the hot dog lunch 

cooked at the lake.  A great day all around. 

 
 

 
Dale Bobbitt went home with this new White's detector 

 
 

 
White's Electronics Representatives 

 
 
 

 
Cheryl Bradbury is the new owner of this Bullseye II 

Pinpointer  

 
 

 
Several members received one of these neat knifes from White's 

 


