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The new year was off to a good start for the Rusk County 

Treasure Hunters Association, with 42 members and 

guest present for the January monthly meeting.  Incoming 

club president Michael Culotta reminded members about 

the upcoming TCTC show in Killeen, Tx. on the first 

weekend in April and after some discussion members 

voted to have a booth at the show.   

 

The Friends of the Tatum Library hunt is scheduled for 

May 19 in Tatum, Tx. so be sure and mark your calendars 

for this one.   

 

The club yearbook project is up and running full speed 

ahead.  Members at the January meeting had their pic-

tures taken and filled out the information sheets provided.  

This information and memberôs pictures will be compiled 

and published as our first club yearbook, so if you did not 

attend the January meeting be sure and fill out a bio sheet 

and have your picture taken at the February meeting so 

we can get the year book completed and published in the 

near future. 

 

The Hunter of the Year contest winners were announced 

at the January meeting and Dorris St. Clair and Tom 

Moss each received a gold coin for their first place wins. 

They both had some nice items for the finds of the month 

contest in January so 

these two are going to 

be hard to beat again in 

2008.  Congratulations 

Dorris and Tom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Culotta presented a PowerPoint presentation on 

ñBasic Metal Detectingò and members contributed their 

own suggestions and asked questions during the presenta-

tion. 

 

The presentation was well received by the newer club 

members and those just entering the metal detecting 

hobby.  After all that is what a club is all about, teaching 

the beginners and learning from each other so we can all 

enjoy our hobby to the fullest. 
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Longtime club member A.D. Clark was recently recognized with 

a lifetime membership by the members of the RCTHA.  A.D. was 

one of the founding members of the club and continues to sup-

port the club when called upon.  Thank you for all your support 

to the club A.D., we appreciate you. 
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Monthly Finds Contest Winners  

 Winner  Description  

Coins 1St  Tom Moss 1855 Half Dollar 

 
2nd  Alden Utzman 1907 Indian Head Penny 

3rd  Keith Ballow 1920 Wheat Penny 

Jewelry  1St  Dorris St.Clair 10K Gold Ring 

 
2nd  Tom Moss 1920õs Compact 

3rd  Jess Allen Watch Fob 

Artifacts  1St  Tom Moss Cadet Button 

 
2nd  Harry Cambria Brass Compass 

3rd  Jess Allen Old Military Button  

Tokens 1St  Jess Allen 1898 Lumber Co. Token 

2nd  Tom Moss Store Token 
 

3rd  Dorris St. Clair Arizona Lookout Token 

Judges  1St  Tom Moss 1845 Boot Pistol 

Choice 2nd  Jess Allen Old Military Button  

 3rd  Ed Worley Toy Jeep 

Harry Cambria, Dawn Winczewski, Bobby 
Haney, Danny Foxworth, Jess Allen 

Ticket Drawing Winners  

Sign-in Sheet Winners  

Alden Utzman, Brenna Foxworth, Dale 
Winczewski, Harry Cambria, A.D. Clark, 

Mason Maurer, Danny Foxworth, Tom Moss, 
Jerry Dodd, Dorris St. Clair, Tina Foxworth, 
Yvonne Sanders, Joe Metcalf, Suzanne Reed 

Dates to Remember  

 
Longview Club Meeting 

Second Monday of Month 

Rusk County Club Meeting 
Second Tuesday of Month 

Smith County Club Meeting  
Third Saturday of Month 

 
 
 
 

February meeting refreshment volunteers:  
 

David Chapman, Penny Utzman  
and Jess Allen  

Name Tag Drawing Winner  

Rick Backus 

Marble Drawing  

No Winner 

US Coin Facts 

 

The US Mint once made two different 5-cent coins.  The 

first 5-cent coin was made of silver. This very small "half 

dime" was minted until 1873, even though the nickel ver-

sion was created in 

1866. So, for several 

years, both kinds of 5

-cent coinðof differ-

ent metals, in differ-

ent sizes, with differ-

ent designsðwere 

made and circu-

latedébut only one 

was a nickel!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alden Utzman  shows 

off his first Indian Head 

penny he found while 

metal detecting. 
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East Texas Wild Hogs 

 

My dad has been trapping wild hogs for the past few 

years on our property out west of Henderson.  He caught   

this big sow this past Friday night.  She will probably 

weigh in around 300 pounds.  Be on the look out if you 

are out detecting in the woods.  These hogs will normally 

run from you, but if you get between a sow and her pigs 

they are not very friendly.  This one was awfully mad! 

Joe Metcalf displaying a $500 bill he recently acquired. 

 

 

Some Facts about the US $500 bill 

 

On July 14, 1969, David M. Kennedy, the 60th Secretary 

of the Treasury, and officials at the Federal Reserve 

Board announced that they would immediately stop dis-

tributing currency in denominations of $500, $1,000, 

$5,000 and $10,000.  

 

Production of these denominations stopped during World 

War II. Their main purpose was for bank transfer pay-

ments. With the arrival of more secure transfer technolo-

gies, however, they were no longer needed for that pur-

pose.  

 

While these notes are legal tender and may still be found 

in circulation today, the Federal Reserve Banks remove 

them from circulation and destroy them as they are re-

ceived. 

Keith and daughter Kaitlin checking out the wild hog. 


