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December Meeting & Christmas Party Notes

After a short business meeting members enjoyed a
barbeque brisket and pork dinner cooked up by our own
Jimmy Malone with all manner of side dishes and
desserts prepared by other club members.  With
approximately 30 people present at the East Side Baptist
Church Fellowship hall the occasion was quite festive
with all the food and presents. The present exchange
was a lot of fun as always with members enjoying the
fellowship and good time visiting with each other.
Everyone deserves a big thank you for contributing to the
Christmas party with food and presents and doing their
part in making it such a success.

Note from outgoing President, David Chapman

I would like to thank
all for the Christmas
Card and money. It
was very thoughtful
for the club to do this.
Also | would like to
thank the club and
the club officers for
the past year in their
help to make this
club a success. It
was a good year for
all and it would not
have been possible
without the help of
our club officers. |
look forward to the
coming year as Keith Wills guides us to another
successful and exciting year in Treasure Hunting. Bring a
friend to the January meeting to help us grow. If
everyone would commit to bring a friend in one of the
first 3 months we would soon be back to 60+ members at
our meetings.

David Chapman

Y ear 2006 — Note from President Keith Wills

A new year, new club officers and a new direction for our
club!

First | want everyone to know how much the club and |
do in fact appreciate not just our recent past officers, but
all the past officers we have had since the start of the
club. For it was all of their input that has made our club
what it is today.

As your new president, | intend to make a few changes in
behalf of the club and its successful future. Too many
clubs out there today are not focusing on welcoming new
folks visiting for the first time, but Rusk Co club will focus
on that. These
same new folks
come to a club like
ours to learn, the
Rusk Co. club will
be a new learning

experience  and
your help will be
required.

Members come to
club meetings to
learn as well, but
also for the
fellowship and
adventure in our
monthly  outings,
Rusk Co. club will
be seeing much ; :
more of all three. S — .
As your new president, I'm taking the lead and searching
for new sites for all of us to enjoy for club outings. This
not only will be educational to you all, but will save the
club the cost of planted hunts vs. primitive hunts in the
wild. However, | remind each of you this IS NOT just the
responsibility of the president or club officers of YOUR
club, it is also your responsibility as well. As president I'm
expecting to see all of you at some point in this new year,
contribute your time, materials, possible hunt sites,
suggested guest speakers or donations for our activities.
| want our community to know Rusk County Treasure
Hunters Association exist and we serve the community
when needed.

(Continued on page two)
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As most of you know, membership is the key to any
club’s success. So we will be looking at a membership
drive to increase our numbers, which will increase our
outings, prizes, and support as well as the club's
success. So let's start this now: for those bringing the
most new members in the club this year, they will be
awarded a very special prize during our Christmas
Party in December for doing so. | assure you the prize
will be worth the effort! This is a great hobby and for
people that discover this, many more will learn it from
them. So to sum this up, get ready for one busy year at
the Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association. See yaw
at the next meeting.

Keith Wills President
Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association

Datesto Remember

RCTHA Meeting — January 10, 7:00 p.m.
Eastside Baptist Church, Henderson, TX.

Longview Club Meeting — January 14

SCMDA Meeting — January 21
Tyler, TX.

Texas Council of Treasure Clubs — April 29 —30, 2006
Fort Worth, TX.

Meet ourlembers

This is a new column we wanted to run from month to
month as space permits in the newsletter. The intention
is to allow us all to get to know each other a little better
and maybe learn something about another member that
we did not already know. Your club secretary, Suzanne
Reed gets all the credit (and blame) for coming up with
this feature so if you enjoy it be sure and let her know. If
you don't like it then by all means Suzanne is the one to
tell. Everyone should have received a questionnaire to
fill out with his or her personal information for this
column, if you failed to get one, contact Suzanne and
she will get a form to you. (Remember this, if you don't
fill out a form and turn it in, we will just make up what we
want to write about you). I'm just kidding... maybe...

So, for January 2006 Meet our Member...
Harland Barton:

Harland is retired from
Eastman Kodak in Longview,
Texas, and tells us he has
two detectors he uses. A
Troy Shadow X2 and an X5.

Harland has been in the
metal detecting hobby for 13
years and enjoys detecting
with a friend or friends.

Harland is married to
Barbara and they have two
daughters, Sherri and Beverly.

His favorite type of detecting is coin shooting followed
by relic hunting around old house sites. Harland also
enjoys detecting in parks, around schools and beaches.

Harland’s best find to date is a US Civil War spur and
currently he has a pair of these spurs.

Harland’s advice to other detectorists is “ Slow down and
dig every signal”.

Harland’s favorite club activity is a seeded hunt followed
by the finds of the month contest.

Other hobbies unrelated to metal detecting that Harland
enjoys is deer hunting and fishing.

Harland has been instrumental in coordinating
assistance for the Rusk County Sheriff's office and other
local public service organizations when they have a need
for experienced metal detectorists to assist them with a
case.

Harland has also found and returned several rings to
people who have requested his and the clubs assistance
in the past with locating items they have lost.

Space Station Token found by Dorris St.Claif




Finds of the Month Contest Items

1935 Buffalo Nickel

1927 Mercury Dime

1955 Dime

Boy Scout Clasp
Horse Head Silver Necklace
Silver Ring

Old Lock




2006 Club Officers

President
Vice President
Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

Newsletter Editor

Keith Wills
David Chapman
Harland Barton
Dorris St. Clair
Suzanne Reed

Keith Ballow

Monthly Finds Contest
Winner Item
Coins 1% Timmy Moore 1935 Buffalo Nickel
2 A.D Clark 1955 Dime
3¢ Dorris St. Clair 1964 Dime
Jewelry 1% Dorris St. Clair Silver Locket
2 Harland Barton Silver Ring
3¢ Keith Ballow FCA Pin
Artifacts 1% A.D. Clark Old Lock
2nd Dorris St. Clair Boy Scout Clasp
3rd
Tokens 1% Dorris St. Clair Space Station/Shuttle
2" Keith Ballow Fast Track
3rd
Judges 1% Jess Allen Horse Head
Choice 2m Keith Ballow Old Thimble
3¢ Harland Barton Old Spoon

Name Tag and Door Prize Drawings
Were not held in December due to the
Christmas Party.

New Monthly Meeting L ocation Reminder

The Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association’s
monthly meetings will be held at the East Side Baptist
Church, located on Highway 79 North (The Carthage
Highway). This will be the club’s new monthly meeting
location and the meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m., each
second Tuesday of the month.

We will be asking two members to volunteer to bring
refreshments to the following meeting each month. For
the January meeting, Jim and Cheryl Bradbury and
Sidney Moore will be furnishing refreshments.

Unique Hunting Opportunities

Certainly everyone is aware of the wildfire dangers we
have been experiencing in the East Texas area over the
past few months due to the lack of rain and the extremely
dry conditions. However this can be an opportunity for
us to hunt some areas that we might not normally be
able to hunt. Almost all of the area lakes are several feet
below their normal pool levels and that exposes the
lakebeds that are normally water covered swimming
areas.

Now before you grab up your detector and head out to
the nearest lake, remember that our Texas State Parks
DO NOT allow metal detecting so avoid those areas.
However, the lakes that are managed by the Corps of
Engineers do allow detecting in designated swimming
areas. One of the largest COE lakes in our area is of
course Lake O the Pines. Here is the Internet site link for
Lake O the Pines.

http://www.swf-wc.usace.army.mil/lakeopines/main.htm

Over the holidays Suzanne and | have detected the
swimming areas at Lake Tyler and on January 2 | went
up to Paris, Texas and detected a couple of swimming
areas on Pat Mayse Lake. We found several coins on
both trips and a few trinkets, but nothing of any real
value. Below are some of the items found in and around
swimming areas the past couple of weeks.




