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The Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association‟s annual 

Christmas Party and dinner was another huge success 

again last month.  53 members and guest enjoyed fellow-

ship, some excellent food and presents for everyone. 

 

The club furnished 

smoked brisket and 

members brought home 

made dishes of vegeta-

bles and desserts which 

everyone shared.  Every-

one deserves a big thank 

you for making this past 

Christmas party a suc-

cess that will be talked 

about until next year‟s 

rolls around.  Keith Bal-

low won the gold coin 

from the annual blue 

ticket drawing and  mem-

bers participated in the 

monthly finds of the 

month contest before the 

meal was served and pre-

sents opened. 

 

As customary, members had a lot of fun opening the pre-

sents and playing the take-away game with the presents.  

From electric drills to silver coins the presents ran the 

gambit so there was something for just about everyone 

and even if some didn‟t 

end up with the present  

they hoped for, every-

one had a lot of fun and 

enjoyed the fellowship 

of good friends at this 

special time of the year. 

 

As we enter a new year, we hope all our members find 

the treasures they seek and appreciate the ones they al-

ready have.  Good friends and good health to enjoy the 

hobby of metal detecting are two treasures we should 

never take for granted.  Thank you, to each and every  

club member for making our club the success it is.  From 

the officers who give their time to the members who vol-

unteer to make sure we have refreshments each month 

and all the others who help out, y‟all are the BEST! 
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RCTHA Members prepare for the Christmas party at the December meeting 

Margaret Logston pre-

sented Keith Wills with a 

gift certificate during the 

December meeting in ap-

preciation of his service as 

President of the RCTHA 

for the past two years.   

Thanks for all your hard 

work and efforts Keith! 
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Monthly Finds Contest Winners 

 Winner Description 

Coins 1St  Keith Wills  1903 Barber Quarter 

 
2nd  Tom Moss 1920 Buffalo Nickel 

3rd  Ed Worley 1954 Quarter 

Jewelry 1St  Tom Moss Alpha-Omega Silver Ring 

 
2nd  Jess Allen WWI Medal 

3rd  Dorris St. Clair Silver Ring 

Artifacts 1St  Keith Wills  Gold Pocket Watch 

 
2nd  A.D. Clark 4 Brass Owls 

3rd  Bob Bradbury Crottle Bell  

Tokens 1St  Jess Allen 1889 Token 

2nd  Tom Moss 2 Louisville Trolley Tokens 
 

3rd  Ed Worley Tax Token 

Judges  1St  Tom Moss 1860 Officers Button 

Choice 2nd  Jimmy Clark 1940 Cap Gun 

 3rd  Matt Appleton  Good Luck Token 

Alden Utzman, Junior St. Clair, Eric 
Engbrock, Dorris St. Clair, Luke Jordan, 

Mike Keough, and Les Langston  

Ticket Drawing Winners 

Sign-in Sheet Winners 

John Wisdom, A.D. Clark, Earl Engbrock, 
Bob Haney, Joe Metcalf, Margaret Logston, 
Bob Bradbury, Ilona Allen, Alden Utzman,  
Ed Worley, Judy Hanks, Ada Worley, and 

Luke Jordan  

Dates to Remember 

 
Longview Club Meeting 

Second Monday of Month 

Rusk County Club Meeting 
Second Tuesday of Month 

Smith County Club Meeting  
Third Saturday of Month 

WWATS Annual Rally & Hunt 
June 6ñ8; Bayfield, Colorado  

 
 
 
 

January Refreshment Volunteers: 
Names Here 

Name Tag Drawing Winner 

Not Drawn 

Marble Drawing 

No Winner 
The Texas Lions Club of Kerrville, Texas and the Texas 

Council of Treasure Clubs is asking for donations of for-

eign coins to be used at the Kerrville Camp for Handicap 

Kids.  The Camp is in great need of "foreign coins" to 

hide for these special campers. Without donations of for-

eign coins, the program will die! The Camp relies on 

your kindness of donating any foreign coins you may 

have found or wish to purchase for the kids. Why 

"foreign coins?"; because the children at the camp can 

not have US money to use in vending machines; the kids 

only drink healthy fruit juices or water at the Camp, 

which is free to all the campers as are all the facilities of 

the Camp. Also the children learn more about foreign 

countries and their money by using foreign coins .  

At this time, the Camp's supply of foreign coins is very 

low. The Camp is in immediate need  of donations of for-

eign coins so this activity for the kids can continue this 

coming year. The Texas Council of Treasure Clubs and I 

ask you to please consider donating to the Camp for this 

activity. You can ship the coins to me at:  

Keith Wills 

1495 FM 49 

Gilmer, TX 75644 

Handicap Kids Need Our Help 
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Winter Activities for the Metal Detectorists 

By Michael Culotta 

 

Throughout this year we will be working on themes.  

This January we will be discussing “Winter Activities for 

the Metal Detectorists”.  In February our topic will be 

“Relic Hunting”. 

 

What is a treasure hunter to do during the winter months?  

Unless you‟re like Bob Bradberry, the St. Clair duo and a 

few other brave souls, you‟re stuck inside on those rainy 

cold days.  I‟ve heard that Bob will bundle up with so 

much clothing and rain gear that he looks like an Eskimo 

on a seal hunt.  He has layered himself to the point he has 

to dig targets with his toes „cause he can‟t bend over.   

I will hunt on a brisk sunny January day, but in inclement 

weather, I‟m in the house with the fireplace roaring.  If 

you too dislike nasty weather days, I‟ve got some tips on 

how to stay inside and still enjoy our hobby.  

 

Clean and organize 

 

Get all your metal detecting gear and lay it out.  You may 

want to lay down plastic for dirty items.  Clean that dirty 

gear.  Look for anything that is damaged and repair it.  

Glue it, sew it up, duct tape it, whatever it takes. 

 

Now look through your stuff and determine if anything 

needs replacing.  Decide if it is time to buy that thing-a-

majig that you‟ve always wanted to complete your detect-

ing kit. 

 

After you have enjoyed looking at your clean-up, patch-

up handiwork, it‟s time to put things back in their bags 

and boxes.  This is also a good time to make a list of 

things needed, such as batteries.  

 

Now get out your vast array of treasure you‟ve found dur-

ing the year but just have not had the time to organize.  

Clean them all up and then categorize your finds such as 

we do at the meetings:  Relic; Coin; Jewelry; Token; 

Other.  Now decide what to keep, what to throw away, 

what goes in a display case, and what goes in a labeled 

box for some later unknown usage. 

 

For some of you this task will only take a short time.  But 

if you have a lot of equipment and treasures, this could 

take days. 

 

Here‟s one more idea to help pass the time on those stay 

inside days.  Write a short article for our next newsletter.  

We‟re soliciting anything about our hobby.  Your experi-

ences, tips, ideas or even funny stories are welcome. 

 

Finding treasures, 

 

Michael Culotta  

 

 
Several members have expressed an interest in having a 

list of members or a club roster so they can get to know 

everyone‟s name and face and be able to contact each 

other by phone or e-mail. 

 

With this in mind we are going to put together a RCTHA 

Yearbook with member‟s pictures, a short bio and contact 

information.  Once we get everyone‟s picture and info 

we‟ll publish the yearbook and make it available to mem-

bers.  We may even see about selling some advertizing to 

offset the cost of the materials and printing. 

 

We will be taking pictures of members at the next few 

monthly meetings so if you have a favorite shirt or what-

ever, you may want to consider wearing it to the next 

meeting to have your picture taken. 

SAY CHEESE! 

RCTHA Yearbook Project 
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Finds of the Month Contest 


