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June Meeting Notes 
 
There were 22 members and guests present at the June 
business meeting.  President Keith Wills gave a report on the 
Kerrville Children’s hunt and stated that twenty-eight 
volunteers assisted over eighty children who attended the 
hunt.   
 
Sixteen club members attended the Woodmen of the World 
Hunt with $160 being donated to the Woodman camp for the 
day’s hunt. 
 
David Chapman briefly discussed the possible dangers 
involved while hunting in the heat and high humidity this time 
of year.  He stated it is best to hunt with a partner and have 
plenty of water available.  It is a good idea to know basic first 
aid and it is important to stay hydrated while outdoors this 
time of year by continuously drinking plenty of water rather 
than waiting until you feel hot and thirsty to take a break.  
Taking frequent breaks in a shady area and avoiding 
overexerting yourself while out in the heat and high humidity 
will help detectorists avoid most heat related problems.  If you 
are on any kind of medications, find out if they make you 
susceptible to over heating and take appropriate precautions. 
 
Keith Wills reminded members of the need to be good 
ambassadors of the hobby by being responsible when 
hunting and not leaving trash behind, to cover all holes, and 
to follow all treasure hunting rules.   
In keeping with this responsibility a motion was made and 
seconded to limit the size of digging tools at all RCTHA club 
planned and sanctioned hunts.   
During the discussion it was pointed out that the use of large 
shovels and digging tools often left a bad impression on 
members of the public who might see a detectorist using such 
a large tool in a yard or park area.  Small hand-held garden 
trowels or small commercially available digging tools 
manufactured and sold specifically for treasure hunting would 
be more appropriate and encourage club members to hone 
their pin pointing skills and make cleaner recoveries.  
 
Digging tools with blades wider than 4 inches will no 
longer be allowed at RCTHA club sponsored hunts.   
 
Following a brief discussion, all club members present voted 
unanimously to approve this motion.   
 
This rule does not apply to relic hunting events and members 
with specific physical needs can make arrangements with 
club officers to be exempted from this rule. 

Joe Metcalf Receives Plaque  
 
Club member Joe Metcalf was recognized with a handsome 
plaque for his contribution to the Friends of the Tatum 
Library Hunt .  Joe has been active with the Tatum Library 
and their efforts to expand their existing building space to 
allow more summer activities for the kids in the area.  The 
event raised a total of $5495.00 for the Library. 
 

 
Joe Metcalf shown with the plaque he received for his support 

of the Tatum Public Library Hunt 

 
Conflicting Dates 
 
Two popular upcoming events have unfortunately been 
scheduled for the same date this year.  The Six Amigos Hunt 
in Canton, Texas and the Syrup Festival in Henderson, Texas 
are both scheduled for November 11 this year.  Members felt 
that the Syrup Festival was a primary fundraiser for the club 
as well as provided excellent public relations for the club.  
More discussion will be held at the July meeting. 
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July meeting refreshments volunteers: 
 

Jesse Allen, Dorris St. Clair, and Ilona Allen  
 

Ticket sales volunteers: 
 

Ilona Allen and A.D. Clark 
 

 
Dates to Remember 

 
Longview Club Meeting – July 8 

 
RCTHA Meeting – July 11, 7:00 p.m.   

Eastside Baptist Church, Henderson, TX. 
 

SCMDA Meeting – July 15 
 

 
June Ticket Drawing Winners 

 
Cheryl Bradbury, Sam Harris, Carl Norris 

Ilona Allen, and Jess Allen 
 

Sign-in Sheet Drawing Winners 
 

Charles Walters, Keith Wills, A.D. Clark, Jerry Dodd, 
Jim Bradbury, Caleb Chapman, Kenneth Yancey, 
Dorris St. Clair, Jess Allen, and Cheryl Bradbury 

 

Name Tag Winner  
 

Jess Allen 
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� � Winner Item 
Coins 1st Jess Allen 1887 Indian Head Penny 

 2nd Keith Ballow 1930 Silver British Coin 
 3rd Junior St. Clair 1961 Silver Dime 

Jewelry 1st Joe Metcalf 1989 Class Ring 
 2nd Dorris St. Clair 10K Gold & Silver Ring 
 3rd Jerri Walters .925 Silver Ring 

Artifacts 1st Michael Culotta Spanish Button 
 2nd Keith Ballow Old Brass Lipstick Case 
 3rd Jerri Walters Uncle Sam Play Money 

Tokens 1st A.D. Clark Harris Co. Road Token 
 2nd Dorris St. Clair Good Luck Token 
 3rd Jess Allen Game Token 

Judges 1st Bob Wills 2006 Class Ring 
Choice 2nd Charles Walters Sterling Silver Cross 

 3rd Keith Ballow 1954 Dog Tag 

  
DDoorrrriiss  &&   JJuunniioorr  SStt..CCllaaii rr’’ ss  5500tthh  WWeeddddiinngg  
AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  
  
RCTHA Club members recognized Dorris and Junior’s 
50th wedding anniversary with a cake and fellowship 
during the June meeting.  Junior and Dorris have been 
long time members of the Rusk County Treasure 
Hunters Association  and actively support the club and 
the club’s activities.  They have graciously allowed the 
club to hold many seeded hunts on their property just 
outside of Henderson.   
 
Dorris has served as the club Treasurer for several of 
the past few years and they are both darn hard to beat 
when it comes to the finds of the month contest. 
 
Congratulations to both of you and we appreciate your 
support of our club and your friendship. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

CCaalleebb  CChhaappmmaann 
 
One of our clubs younger members, Caleb, attends 
Henderson High School and will be starting his Junior 
year in the fall where he also participates in the band, 
playing trumpet. 
 
Caleb uses a Minelab Musketeer detector, which he 
says is easy to pinpoint with and he is familiar and 
comfortable with this machine. 
 
Caleb has been detecting for seven years and he 
enjoys relic hunting with his dad, David Chapman.  
One of his favorite places to hunt has been the 
Mansfield battlefield in western Louisiana where he 
has found bullets and other relics from the Civil War 
period. 
 
Caleb’s favorite finds to date are a Tom Green Civil 
War era bullet from Mansfield and a silver ring with 
stars he found at Lake Bob Sandlin. 
 
Caleb’s advice to other detectorists is to “know your 
detector and be patient”.   His favorite club activities 
are participating in the find of the month contest and 
attending the monthly club meetings.  Caleb reminds 
us that the enjoyment you get out of something 
depends on the amount of effort you put into it, 
whether it’s club activities, detecting, hunting or 
fishing. 
 
Hobbies Caleb enjoys when he is not detecting are 
deer hunting, duck hunting and fishing. 
 
 

 

 
Caleb Chapman with two rings he found at Lake Bob Sandlin.  

The silver ring on the left is one of his favorite finds. 
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