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May Meeting Notes 
 
RCTHA President Keith Wills called the May meeting to 
order with 36 members and visitors present.  Keith started 
the meeting by thanking Joe Metcalf for inviting local 
historian, Mr. Watt to speak at the April meeting. 
 
Keith reminded members that Mr. Bob Bowman of 
Lufkin would be the guest speaker for the June meeting.   
(See Mr. Bowman’s information on page 3). 
 
A workday was scheduled for Saturday, June 2 to clean 
up and paint the Fellowship Hall and all members were 
encouraged to come out and lend a hand. 
 
Keith also thanked the members who donated auction 
items and Junior and Dorris St. Clair for once again 
allowing the club to use their back yard for the hunt field. 
 
Discussion was held on House Bill 1016 and its demise 
after not being considered in committee.  Suggestion was 
made that the TCTC should spearhead this effort during 
the next legislative session since it is a statewide 
organization representing a large portion of all the metal 
detecting clubs in the state. 
 
Keith also informed members that Garrett Detectors 
would be having a photo shoot in the East Texas area and 
asked for suggestion as to locations for these to be taken. 
 

 
Charles Walters retrieves a coin during the RCTHA's Spring 

Hunt 

 

Tatum Hunt A Huge Success Again 
 
The Friends of the Tatum Library benefit hunt held in 
Tatum on May 19 attracted detectorists from across the 
state and many local citizens as well who just wanted to 
see what all the commotion was about and support their 
local library’s fund raising efforts. 
 

 
There was not shortage of kids participating in the kids hunt. 

The Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association sponsored 
this major hunt for the second year in a row.  With cake 
auctions, bar-b-q lunches and other fund raising efforts 
organized by the local residents, this hunt is truly a 
community effort. 
 

 
Participants looking for those elusive tokens during the token 
hunt 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

May meeting refreshments volunteers: 
 

Dorris St. Clair, Keith Wills, Shawn Norris – Snacks 
David Chapman – Drinks 

 

Ticket sales volunteers: 
 

Sam Harris 
 

DDaatteess  ttoo  RReemmeemmbbeerr   
 

Longview Club Meeting – June11 
 

RCTHA Meeting – June 12, 7:00 p.m.   
Eastside Baptist Church, Henderson, TX. 

 
SCMDA Meeting – June 16 

 

 

MM aayy  TTiicckkeett   DDrr aawwiinngg  WWiinnnneerr ss  
 

Billy Payne, Keith Wills, Bob Bradberry 
 

SSiiggnn--iinn  SShheeeett   DDrr aawwiinngg  WWiinnnneerr ss  
 

Sue Anderson, Keith Wills, Charles Walters, Keith Ballow, 
Rick Backus, Harry Hlad, John Wisdom, Tommy Walker, 

Bob Bradberry, David Chapman, Bob Anderson, Roy Vinson, 
Caleb Chapman, Tom Moss, Harry Cambria, Jess Kelly 

 

NNaammee  TTaagg  WWiinnnneerr   
 

Suzanne Reed 
 

MM aarr bbllee  DDrr aawwiinngg  
 

No winner 

 

 

MMoonntthhllyy  FFiinnddss  CCoonntteesstt  
  Winner Item 

Coins 1st Bob Bradberry 1917 Merc Dime 
 2nd Tom Moss 1918 Merc Dime 
 3rd Charles Walters Crusty Penny 

Jewelry 1st Bob Bradberry Gold Ring 
 2nd Dorris St. Clair Child’s Gold Ring 
 3rd Charles Walters Religious Charm 

Artifacts 1st Tom Moss Cavalry Button 
 2nd Bob Bradberry Old Pistol Barrel 
 3rd Jess Allen Old Car Knob 

Tokens 1st Bob Bradberry 5 Cent Trade Token 
 2nd Charles Walters 1962 Alaskan Token 
 3rd Tom Moss Pool Hall Token 

Judges 1st Tom Moss Old Lock 
Choice 2nd Bob Bradberry Indian Head Penny 

 3rd Dorris St. Clair Toy Pistol 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A.D. Clark sorts his loot after the club's spring hunt 

 

OK,  so where is it? 

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 		 �� 

 �� �� �� 		 �� �� �� 

 �� �� ��
 

������	��������������

����
������������
�	�
���	���
�����	��
��
��
���������
�

��	���	�������
�	�����������	����
�
������������	���

�
�����������	
�������������	
�������������	
�������������	
�� �



 
June Guest Speaker 
 
Mr. Bob Bowman will be the guest speaker at the June 
RCTHA monthly meeting.  If you search for Bob Bowman 
on the Internet the information below is part of what you 
will discover about Mr. Bowman. 
 
A Texas historian once 
called Bob Bowman “the 
people’s historian” because 
his writings reflect down-
to-earth East Texas history-
-forgotten towns, good ol’ 
boy expressions, historic 
murders, unusual cemetery 
markers, home remedies 

and other subjects beloved 
by East Texans. 
 
Born at Hickory Grove in Anderson County and reared in 
logging and sawmill towns, Bob wrote for newspapers at 

Diboll, Tyler, Lufkin and 
Houston before embarking on a 
successful public relations and 
marketing career at Lufkin. 
 
Bob and his wife Doris have 
written 37 books, won numerous 
awards, and are among the most 
popular speakers in East Texas. 
They also own Best of East 
Texas Publishers of Lufkin, 
which publishes books for 
authors throughout Texas. 
 
Bob is a member of the Texas 
Historical Commission, former 

president of the East Texas Historical Association, and served 
on the Texas Sesquicentennial Commission and the Texas 
Capitol Centennial Commission. 
 

Tatum Hunt Pictures 
 

 
Mary Penson of Garrett Detectors visits with Suzanne Reed 

Garrett Detectors supported the Tatum hunt with donations and 
numerous ACE 250 detectors for the kids to use during the 
Kid’s Hunt.  We couldn’t have made sure each kid had a 
detector to use without Garrett’s help.  Now that’s the kind of 
support you do not see every day from a manufacturer. 

Thank You  Garrett Detectors! 
 

 
Lots of help finding that token… 

 
I found a TOKEN! 

 
Smiles all around  

State Representative Chuck Hopson showed up to check out the 
activities at the Tatum hunt 

 

Bob Bowman of Lufkin, Texas 



MM aayy FFiinnddss  ooff   tthhee  MM oonntthh  EEnnttrr iieess  

   

  

 

  
 

 

  

  
 

 


