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Hi folks, 
 

If you were not present at our Feb-

ruary meeting, you missed a very 

informative presentation by Bob 

Sullivan.  ñRelic Researchò was the 

topic and Bob brought up some very 

good points and tips about this important subject.  Thanks 

Bob. 
 

There were some well-informed voices with helpful input 

that added to Bobôs instructions and Iôm hoping that these 

knowledgeable individuals or any others would consider 

getting together a hunt team.  This could be two to four 

people who each have a list of fun hunting places that 

could accommodate a group like ours. The Hunt Team 

would plan a monthly hunt for our club.  All in favor say 

ñayeò. 
 

It would be great if this group could be organized by the 

March meeting.  Please contact each other and me so we 

will be ready to announce the team members at the meet-

ing and hopefully where the next club hunt will be. 
 

Our club theme is still lingering on Relic Hunting and I 

must apologize, we did not schedule a February relic hunt 

as indicated earlier.  

With our new hunt team 

operating we should not 

have this happen again. 
 

Hereôs what I got out of 

Bobôs presentationé 

You think of what kind 

of treasure you want to find; you research the subject and 

areas that may produce targets for you to dig; you acquire 

maps, permits and any other tools that may be necessary; 

you locate the area where you need to dig; observe the 

area and consider where activities may have taken place; 

dig your treasures; record or document this event; return 

home with a smile on your face.  Did I leave anything 

out? 
 

Although we have been talking about Relic Hunting, this 

method works for any type of treasure hunting be it coins, 

beaches, ghost towns, itôs all the same progression.  In 

fact this process works for any project, from planning a 

hunt to building a house to creating a new gourmet recipe 

(I had to throw in a reference to food).  Itôs the process 

that will lead you to become successful. 
 

In other club news there were 43 members and guests 

present at the February meeting.  Club member Bob Sul-

livan presented an 

informative Power 

Point presentation 

on Relic Hunting 

conducting research 

to identify locations 

to hunt.  Bob com-

mented that in his 

experience, ñthere 

are two kinds of 

successful treasure 

huntersðthose who 

do extensive re-

search to locate ar-

eas to hunt and 

those who hunt with 

them.ò 
 

Keith Wills donated several books to the club from his 

personal collection which members can borrow for their 

own research efforts. Members continued to have their 

pictures taken and fill out the bio-forms for the club year-

book project.  
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Monthly Finds Contest Winners  

 Winner  Description  

Coins 1St  Keith Wills  1875 Seated Dime 

 
2nd  Corey Bobbitt  Half Dime 

3rd  Bob Bradberry 1863 Indian Head Penny 

Jewelry  1St  Jimmy Clark 14K Gold Ring 

 
2nd  Joe Metcalf  Manõs Silver Ring 

3rd  Dorris St. Clair Silver Necklace 

Artifacts  1St  Dana Logston 1816 Musket Hammer Top Jaw 

 
2nd  Tom Moss 1840õs Queen Victoria Lock 

3rd  Keith Wills  Eagle Cuff Button 

Tokens 1St  Bob Bradberry Palmolive Token 

2nd  Keith Wills  Phone Booth Token 
 

3rd  Dorris St. Clair Bus Token 

Judges  1St  Keith Ballow Womanõs Silver Ring 

Choice 2nd  Keith Wills  Police Button  

 3rd  Margaret Logston Old Lysol Bottle  

Margaret Logston, Junior St. Clair, Ilona Allen, Alden 
Utzman, Corey Bobbitt, and Bob Bradberry  

Ticket Drawing Winners  

Sign-in Sheet Winners  

Jimmy Clark, Rick Backus, Richard Green, Shawn 
Norris, Keith Ballow, Penny Utzman, Bobby Haney, Jake 

Jordan, Rachel Jordan, Tom Moss, Ilona Allen, Sonny 
Hanks, Tina Foxworth, and Brenna Foxworth  

Dates to Remember  

 
Longview Club Meeting 

Second Monday of Month 

Rusk County Club Meeting 
Second Tuesday of Month 

Smith County Club Meeting  
Third Saturday of Month 

 
 
 
 

March meeting refreshment volunteers:  

 
Debbie and Darrell Crosby and Judy Hanks  

Name Tag Drawing Winner  

Tina Foxworth 

Marble Drawing  

No Winners 
  

1. Florida's Sandy Beaches 

2. 2. Scuba Equipment Maintenance 

3. Definitive Guide to using your Tracker Metal Detector 

4. Diamonds in the Surf 

5. Tracking Treasure 

6. Detector Owners Field Guide 

7. Metal Detecting Previously Hunted Sites 

8. Treasure of the Atocha 

9. Advanced Treasure Hunting w/ Quicksilver Detectors 

10. The New Metal Detecting the Hobby 

11. The New Gold Panning is Easy 

12. Pan Your own Gold w/ the New Patented 

13. The New Successful Coin Hunting 

14. Ghost Town Treasures 

15. The Competitive Treasure Hunt 

16. Gold of the Americas 

17. The New Treasure Recovery From Sand & Sea 

18. Sunken Treasure--How to Find It 

19. You Can Find an Ounce of Gold a Day 

20. How To Find Lost Treasure 

21. Treasure Laws of the United States 

22. Where to Find Treasure 

23. The Nugget Hunter's Handbook 

24. Advanced Nugget Shooting 

25. Canyon of the Eagles 

26. 25 Best Kept Secrets to Finding Treasure 

27. Going Places w/the DFX 

28. Garrett VIDEO -- Treasure of the Indian Ocean 

29. Garrett VIDEO -- A Utah Treasure Trek 

30. Garrett VIDEO -- Gold & Treasure Adventures 

Donated Books by Keith Wills  

(East Texas Metal Detectors)  
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K River Campground Outing  

By Keith Wills  

 

An account of our outing to K River Camp 

Ground, just outside of Antlers, OK.  

  

I received an email from Dave Totzke one 

of our club members from Dallas saying 

that he and Frank Lawson were getting 

"cabin fever" and needed to get out some-

where and do some hunting and hanging out around a big 

campfire, so they planned an outing to K River Campgrounds 

just north of Antlers, OK.  A number of us started reserving 

cabins and tent sites at the campgrounds and we all showed up 

on the 18th of January for the weekend. We built a big camp-

fire outside the cabin and sat around talking and laughing till 

our sides hurt. (Something that used to be very common in this 

hobby, but you see little of anymore). As usual, K River 

Campgrounds is a beautiful place and always ready to help you 

have a pleasant stay. I really like the cabin on the river; it's 

wonderful just to sit and watch the water go by. 

  

The next 

morning, 

it was a 

brisk 19 

d e g r e e s 

o u t s i d e . 

We started 

a pot of 

$5.00 per 

person for 

the oldest coin found over the weekend, winner take all. Eve-

ryone got into the pot except for the wives who went shopping 

in town and site seeing.  Pretty funny if you think about it: we 

are out digging pennies and they are out spending dollars faster 

than we can dig them. 

  

Before I left home, I had spent several days mapping and get-

ting GPS readings of all the 50 ghost towns in that part of the 

county. So Saturday morning we headed out on a adventure to 

go where we had never been before and see if any of these 

ghost towns would turn up some good finds.  We were plan-

ning to make about 12 of the ghost towns that day if possi-

ble.  Jess Allen, Jerry Dodd and I rode together and the other 

four guys rode together as we headed for the first ghost town.  

In Oklahoma, when they say it's a ghost town, they are not kid-

ding. It didn't take long and we started hunting churches, 

schools and old home sites where we could find them. We 

drove to the top of the state and back down to the southern end 

of the state to the campground. We had found our share of 

pennies and we found an excellent spot for lunch in Clayton, 

OK.  We did run across one church in a dead end valley that 

did in fact produce several older coins and the winning coin 

for the weekend. 

  

The old church was in a 6-house community on top of a hill 

down deep in a valley between several large and beautiful 

mountains in the northern center of the state. Searching around 

the old church produced several old compacts lost by ladies 

many years ago, a silver ring was found and a handful of wheat 

pennies.  I have to tell you more about our bet now; pennies 

were not allowed NO STINKING LINCOLNS as we called it. 

Our hope of finding some silver was looking bad for the day 

thus far. That was until yours truly decided to hunt the rocky 

parking lot of the old church.  Not a first choice of any hunter I 

assure you, but after some slow pattern hunting of the rocky 

parking lot, I found several coins not deep in the small grassy 

area about the size of a dinner plate or smaller that had pushed 

up through the rocks. The one small grassy area worth talking 

about was the one I dug a 1900 Barber Dime from at about 3 

inches deep. It would turn out to be the only silver coin found 

during the weekend. For some reason my find seemed to ruin 

just about everyone elseôs day.  I thought they were going to 

stop talking to me all together, but they were kind and let me 

continue hunting with them. 

  

Saturday night we met an old timer at the local store in Moy-

ers that tells us about the old ghost town there and shows us 

the old train station foundation and water tower supports for 

filling the train engine with water at the station. He tells us 

about a guy locally that I had sold a detector to several years 

ago at the WWATS hunt held at the campground and how 

much great luck with coins and tokens he had found around the 

same train station foundation there. So we got permission from 

both landowners and Sunday morning we started early. After 

we had hunted till noon, which was the end of our bet we had 

scheduled, we had only a few modern silver rings and some 

common change and lots of junk. No one was very proud of 

me selling the local guy a detector a few years back after the 

stories we heard from the old timer and the store owner of 

what all he had found there. Yet with all the junk we dug, not 

an old coin showed itself and you have to ask yourself, why 

didn't the local guy detecting dig some of the very same junk 

as we did and we saw no dig holes from an earlier visitor. So it 

is our belief, the local guy did not find his loot where he had 

told the old-timer and store owner, or there would of been 

something old show up when seven of us hunted it. Who 

knows, we'll give the spot and the local community a better try 

the next time we are at the campgrounds for another great out-

door outing and big campfires with tall tales. That alone made 

the trip worthwhile and maybe next time you might wish to 

join us.   Keith Wills  

 

 
One of the 

cabins at the 

K-River 

Campground. 
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Finds of the Month Contest  


