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April Meeting Notes 
 
Vice President Jess Allen called the April meeting to order 
with 34 members and guests present. 
 
Jess informed members that the fund raiser auction had 
raised $706 dollars and that the money would be used to 
fund a club hunt on April 28 at Junior and Dorris’s house. 
 
Member were reminded of the Tatum hunt coming up on 
Saturday, May 19.  Members will be needed to assist with 
planting coins on Friday May 18, starting at 8 a.m.  If 
anyone has any silver dimes they would like to sell for this 
hunt, the going rate is 8X face value.  Contact Keith Wills 
and let him know you have the coins and he will make 
arrangements to get with you. 
 
Joe Metcalf shared the history of the Tatum Library fund 
raising effort with members as well as this year’s future 
plans. 
 
For anyone who did not attend the Tatum Hunt last year, 
this is a BIG hunt.  The local town’s people supported the 
hunt and we had a large amount of young people on hand 
to try metal detecting for the first time.  This hunt is well 
laid out, well planned and a lot of fun for everyone.  Lots 
and lots of prizes and auctions. Make you plans now to 
attend.  You will not be sorry! 
 

 
2006 Bill Hunt at the Tatum Library fund raiser hun t. 

 
 

 

 

Jerry Don Watt Speaks at April meeting 
 
Local historian and retired schoolteacher, Jerry Don Watt 
spoke at the April meeting, recounting highlights and 
locations from the history of Rusk County. 
 

 
Jerry Don Watt, Retired teacher and historian spoke to club 

members at the April meeting about the history of Rusk County. 

From the early 1800’s when the fist settlers arrived on the 
banks of the Sabine River in Northern Rusk County at 
what was then called Camden, to 1873 when neighboring 
Gregg County was established from the North West corner 
of Rusk County, Mr. Watt shared several stories about the   
many colorful characters that lived and passed through 
Rusk County. 
 
Several club members had ancestors that were involved in 
the stories and locations of those long past days in Rusk 
County. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

May meeting refreshments volunteers: 
 

Jo Walker, Jerri Walters – Snacks 
Sam Harris, Jess Allen – Drinks 

 

Ticket sales volunteers: 
 

Sam Harris 
 

DDaatteess  ttoo  RReemmeemmbbeerr   
 

Longview Club Meeting – May 14 
 

RCTHA Meeting – May 8, 7:00 p.m.   
Eastside Baptist Church, Henderson, TX. 

 
SCMDA Meeting – May 19 

 

 

AApprr ii ll   TTiicckkeett   DDrr aawwiinngg  WWiinnnneerr ss  
 

David Chapman, Junior St. Clair, Tommy Walker 
Joe Metcalf, Tom Moss 

 

SSiiggnn--iinn  SShheeeett   DDrr aawwiinngg  WWiinnnneerr ss  
 

Nora Backus, Lester Langston, Keith Ballow 
Jimmy Clark, Joe Metcalf 

 

NNaammee  TTaagg  WWiinnnneerr   
 

Not Drawn 
 

MM aarr bbllee  DDrr aawwiinngg  
 

No winner 

 

 

MMoonntthhllyy  FFiinnddss  CCoonntteesstt  
  Winner Item 

Coins 1st Bob Bradberry Indian Head Penny 
 2nd Shawn Norris 1945 Merc Dine 
 3rd Tom Moss 5 Cent Piece 

Jewelry 1st Rod Johnson 1920 Gold Mason Ring 
 2nd Charles Walters Brass Necklace 
 3rd Bob Bradberry Silver Cub Scout Ring 

Artifacts 1st Charles Walters Royal Coach Cover 
 2nd Dorris St.Clair Lone star key fob 
 3rd Tom Moss CW Button 

Tokens 1st Jess Allen Missouri Tax Token 
 2nd Tom Moss Drug Store Token 
 3rd Jerri Walters Game Token 

Judges 1st Jess Allen ’36 TX Chauffeurs Tag  
Choice 2nd Rod Johnson 1932 Class Ring 

 3rd Jerri Walters Copper Eagle Emblem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coin: 1943 Copper Penny 
Estimated Value: $200,000+ 
 
Background: Most circulating pennies at 
that time were struck in zinc-coated steel 
because copper and nickel were needed for 
the war effort.  About 40 1943 copper cents 
are known to remain in existence. They were 
most likely made by accident when copper 

blanks remained in the press as production began on the new steel 
pennies 
 
How to spot it: The easiest way to determine if your 1943 cent is 
copper (and valuable) is to test it with a magnet. If it sticks to the 
magnet, it is a steel penny, and not valuable. If it does not stick, then 
you might have hit the jackpot...have an expert authenticate your coin.  
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To benefit the building of the new  

Tatum Learning Center 
Saturday May 19th, 2007 



Spring Hunt 

 

 

 

 

  

 



AApprr ii ll FFiinnddss  ooff   tthhee  MM oonntthh  EEnnttrr iieess  

    

 
 

 

    

 

  

 
   

 


