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The October meeting was called to order by Vice President Jess Al-

len with 43 members and visitors present.  Jess thanked members for 

helping plant the coins for the hunt held at Junior and Dorris' and 

thanked them for allowing the club to use their property for the club 

hunt. 

 

Members were reminded that the plan is to have the November 13 

meeting in Kilgore at the city park, with a night hunt to follow the 

meeting which starts at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Joe Metcalf updated members on the Tatum hunt plans.  Joe said the 

tentative date for the hunt is May 17. 

 

Members were reminded that everyone is needed on Friday, Novem-

ber 9 to help set-up for the Syrup Festival on Saturday the 10th.  

Meet at the back of the Depot Museum on Mill St. at 3:30 p.m.  

Members can show up on Saturday around 7:00 a.m. and folks will 

be needed all day long to help man the booth and help the kids in the 

sand box.  Members will take turns working the booth and sandbox 

as normal so everyone should be able to find a chance to slip off and 

look at the rest of the exhibits at some time during the day.  We also 

need members to bring their spare detectors for the kids to use. 

 

Jess also passed out the second clue to the clue hunt that is under-

way.  
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Members of the Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association were 

treated to a talk by Susan Weaver, director of the Rusk County Depot 

Museum during the October meeting.  Ms. Weaver shared her unique 

view of the countyôs past with details of old communities like Har-

Susan Weaver Shares Rusk County History  

mony Hill and numerous Indian villages scattered across the county. 

The Rusk County Depot Museum is located at 514 N High Street in 

Henderson, Texas.  The Museum is open Monday through Friday, 9 

to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 until 1:00 p.m.  The museum was 

established in 1976 and opened in 1979 with the 1841 Walling Cabin 

onsite as well as other structures of interest to persons interested in 

the history of Rusk County and east Texas.   

 

The museum is the focal point of the Henderson Heritage Syrup Fes-

tival held each November with ribbon cane syrup being cooked on 

the grounds, complete with mules and other folk artists on site shar-

ing their skills and expertise. 

Susan Weaver speaking to the RCTHA members during the Oc-

tober meeting. 

2006 Sandbox  

participants.   

 

They just kept on 

coming and coming, 

but they all had a 

great time finding 

buried treasure! 
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Monthly Finds Contest Winners  

 Winner  Description  

Coins 1St  Rod Johnson 4 Coins from River 

 
2nd  Bob Bradbury 1935 Mexican Coin 

3rd  Brenna Foxworth British 1/2 Penny Coin  

Jewelry  1St  Jimmy Clark 14k Gold Pendant 

 
2nd  Rod Johnson 14k Gold Ring 

3rd  Dorris St. Clair Silver Ring 

Artifacts  1St  Rod Johnson 1800 Map 

 
2nd  Tom Moss Lock plate 

3rd  Dana Logston Pad Lock 

Tokens 1St  Tom Moss Amusement Token 

2nd  Rod Johnson 2 LA Bus Tokens 
 

3rd  Jess Allen Golden Token 

Judges  1St  Rod Johnson Gold Nuggets 

Choice 2nd  Danny Foxworth Big Mercury Dime 

 3rd  Jimmy Clark 10k Gold Ring 

Rod Johnson, Jeri Walters, Brenna 
Foxworth, Les Langston 

Ticket Drawing Winners  

Sign-in Sheet Winners  

Karen Price, Debbie Crosby, Bob Hayne, 
Mike Keough, Doug Merchant, Jess Allen, 

Richard Green 

Dates to Remember  

 
Longview Club Meeting 

Second Monday of Month 

Rusk County Club Meeting 
Second Tuesday of Month 

Smith County Club Meeting  
Third Saturday of Month 

 
 
 
 

November meeting refreshment volunteers:  
Tina Foxworth, Jess Allen 

Name Tag Drawing Winner  

Sam Harris 

Marble Drawing  

No Winner 

There has been some discussion between members about mak-

ing a yearbook with club memberôs names and pictures and 

maybe a few candid shots of members thrown in for good 

measure, (in good taste of course). 

 

So far Michael Culotta has championed this project but he 

could use some help making it all happen and come together, 

so if you have some of those candid shots you would like to 

see in the year book get them to Michael, (digital copies pre-

ferred but he can convert printed pictures to digital if needed). 

 

We will probably start taking pictures at the January meeting 

so keep that in mind.  Get your hair done or whatever you have 

to do before having your picture made.  Weôll set up some sort 

of back drop (maybe in the back room) so that we can get 

some decent pictures of everyone for the project. 

 

If anyone has any other suggestions to make the yearbook a 

success be sure and let Michael know so he can be planning. 

RCTHA Yearbook 
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Treasure Lost... Treasure Found...  

Iôm not sure where this story came from (Suzanne 

found it somewhere and sent it to me) but itôs worth 

sharing here...  

 

Have you ever had one of those days that are just plain 

strange to the point that it makes you sit and THINK about 

where or why we choose the spots we do to hunt?   Well yes-

terday was one of those I won't forget anytime soon!  

I've been doing more bass fishing lately than detecting but the 

wind has been blowing so hard on the lake I decided to go dirt 

fishing. 

 

The main public park area of Lake Guntersville is probably 2-3 

miles long and averages from anywhere to 200' to 700' deep 

from the parking lots to the waterôs edge.  I had been concen-

trating mainly on the BIG TREE areas where the most shade 

was and completely ignored one out of the way spot because 

it's usually too overgrown to detect. It's a small island of sorts 

with one HUGE Oak and a picnic table separated by 3 natural 

drainage ditches and I'd bet that it has to cut by weed eaters.  

 

Anyway, the park has a long paved walking trail that stretches 

the entire length (probably 3 miles) and lot's of folks walk it on 

a daily basis from every age group.  Well yesterday I found 

this small area had been cut and cleaned, a new trash can and 

BBQ grill put up so I decided to give it a go. I hunted in all 

metal, pulled the usual trash for 30 minutes and a few keeper 

coins and thought I'd gotten most of it, put the 70 in prospect-

ing mode and hit a deep IH and mercury dime together.  

 

I couldn't help but notice an elderly lady watching me from a 

distance.  She stayed there the entire time sitting on another 

park bench just watching. On my last signal I dug one of those 

Irish heart rings that has 2 hands clasping together, it was 

14K with 2 small diamonds, one inside each hand. I cleaned it 

off and noticed an inscription inside  the band that read ( To my 

loving Rosie). 

 

As I walked toward the parking lot she spoke to me and said 

she was glad to see the park service had finally cleaned up 

that area.   We sat and talked for quite awhile, she told me 

about her husbandôs affiliation with the park and how this was 

his & her favorite spot to sit and watch the geese for the last 

40 years of his life.  With a mixed southern drawl and a still 

notable Irish accent in her voice she spoke of a ring he gave 

her before he passed away.  I decided a long time ago that if 

you LISTEN to old folks, well you just might learn something !  

 

She told me all about Ireland and how she met her husband -to

-be as a young girl during the war and all about coming to 

America. Then she filled me in on how that old park bench 

was put there by her husband, it was the first one for the 

park. After his death she sold her home and moved into an 

assisted living place where some of her friends live. 

I guess our conversation went on for well over an hour but 

she NEVER asked me if I found her ring or told me her name! 

I told her how much of a pleasure it was meeting her and that 

I needed to be going, she reached out with her nimble hand 

and grasped the end of my fingers on my left hand as if I were 

an old friend saying goodbye for the last time.  

 

She didn't know it but I had already reached in my pouch and 

had the ring cupped in my hand. As she held onto my hand I 

told her again .... Rosie it was a pleasure, I rolled my right 

hand around and un-cupped the ring. She still hadn't seen the 

ring and had a blank but smiling look of wonder on her face. 

She said, how do you know my name ... but still smiling. I 

raised the ring up at eye level and said this has to belong to 

YOU 

 

I can't express in words the JOY this brought to the conversa-

tion. She was overcome with it.  It did my heart good just to 

watch the look on her face when I placed the ring in her hand.  

Rosie starred at the ring for what seemed like forever and 

cried like a baby, she nervously slid it on her finger thanking 

me over and over again for finding it.  

 

I only wish I had taken my camera with me but as always I 

never seem to have the foresight to keep it handy. But rest 

assured the image of her kind face will stick with me forever.  

As I sat at home last night I couldn't help but wonder the 

amazing possibilities of how everything unfolded. I came to 

one conclusion, this hobby never ceases to make me happy! 

 

Happy Hunting ~  
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October Finds of the Month Contest  


