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August Meeting Notes 
 
President Keith Wills called the August meeting to order 
with 28 members and 4 guests present.  Members 
discussed plans for the Syrup Festival fundraiser, 
scheduled for November 11.  Harland Barton will take care 
of getting the spot reserved for the sandbox and booth.  
 
Members agreed that the night hunt and homemade ice-
cream supper held on July 29 was a success, in spite of the 
uninvited snake that joined the hunt! 
 
Keith Wills cautioned members about using large digging 
tools on public lands and how such tools leave a bad 
impression on the public in general.  Members were 
encouraged to use small hand held garden trowels when 
hunting in public places. 
 
Keith also commented on the problems in Travis county 
with the Texas Historical Commission trying to have metal 
detecting prohibited on public lands and parks in that area.  
This could very well set a precedent for other counties in 
Texas if these restrictions are approved. 
 
Members discussed and voted to hold a club member 
Token Hunt on Saturday, September 16, at Junior and 
Dorris’s place.  Entry fee will be $10 per person for this 
hunt and it will start at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Silver coins are still needed by the club, particularly silver 
quarters.  If you have some you would like to sell, contact 
Keith Wills or David Chapman. 
 
The remainder of the meeting was used as a question and 
answer session where members asked questions and the 
experienced members present answered them and offered 
suggestions and advice. 
 

WWATS Rally & Open Free Hunts 
 
This year’s dates for the WWATS Rally and Open Free 
Hunts are Oct. 20 thru 22, 2006. The location is again at K 
River Campgrounds outside Antlers, Southeast Oklahoma 
on the Kiamichi River. For camping reservations go to: 
www.kriver.com 

 
This year there will be a charge of $20.00 per person for the 
weekend of events if you wait to mail in or sign up for the Free 
Hunts over the weekend. Sunday we will have a special pay 
hunt that is now $65.00 per person until Oct. 7th after which it 
will increase to $70.00 per person. If you wait till Oct. 17th to 
sign up for the hunts or pay for the Pay Hunt it will cost you an 
extra $20.00 per person, so mail in the entry forms today. 
 
You can download the registration form from our website at: 
www.wwats.org or contact me by email: kwills@etex.net and 
we'll mail you a form to fill out; sign and mail back to us. We 
need these entry forms so we can have a head count of the 
number of folks attending and know what we will need to have 
on hand in coins to plant for the hunts. 

(Continued on page 2) 
 
 

 
 

Keith Wills explains the operation of the coil on a typical detector to club 
members at the August meeting. 
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September meeting refreshments volunteers: 
 

Michael Culotta, Shawn Norris, David Chapman 
 

Ticket sales volunteers: 
 

Joe Metcalf 
 

 
Dates to Remember 

 
Longview Club Meeting – September 9 

 
Longview Wal-Mart Sandbox – September 9 

 
RCTHA Meeting – September 12, 7:00 p.m.   

Eastside Baptist Church, Henderson, TX. 
 

RCTHA Club Token Hunt – September 16 
 

SCMDA Meeting – September 19 
 

 
August Ticket Drawing Winners 

 
Michael Culotta, Bobby Haney 

Harland Barton, Keith Wills, Jess Allen 
 

Sign-in Sheet Drawing Winners 
 

Suzanne Reed, Sue Anderson, David Chapman 
A.D. Clark, John Wisdom, Bobby Haney 
Jerry Dodd, Jess Allen, Junior St. Clair 

 

Name Tag Winner  
 

Harland Barton 
 

 

 

��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � �������� 			 				 	 







 ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � �������� 


 



 
 ��� ���� � ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��������   

� � Winner Item 
Coins 1st Keith Ballow 1917 Wheat Penny 

 2nd No Entry  
 3rd No Entry  

Jewelry 1st Sue Anderson Gold & Diamond Ring 
 2nd Bob Anderson Ring 
 3rd Joe Metcalf 5 rings from river 

Artifacts 1st Jess Allen Door Knob 
 2nd Keith Ballow Pearl Broach 
 3rd Keith Wills 2 Pocket Knives 

Tokens 1st Harland Barton Token 
 2nd Dorris St. Clair Token 
 3rd No Entry  

Judges 1st Bob Anderson Gold Teeth 
Choice 2nd Shawn Norris Part of Bridle Bit 

 3rd Dorris St. Clair Silver Communion Cross 

  

WWWWAATTSS  RRaall llyy  
(Continued from page 1) 

 
Also, for all entry forms mailed into us by Oct 7th you will 
have a ticket placed in a drawing for a gold coin giveaway at 
the Rally.  
 
Any cash donations of $5.00 each will also enter you in an 
American Gold Coin drawing on Sunday at the event. You 
can send more cash donations if you like (example: $20.00 
donation gets 4 tickets put in the American gold coin drawing 
for you). 
 
I will be at both the Cow town open hunt and the Lone Star 
open hunt for those of you that wish to sign up for WWATS 
events and bring your donations of items to me for WWATS.  
 
All donations will be listed at the hunt site and very much 
appreciated. The donations are what make the events for the 
long weekend a success, so please consider donating. Items 
donated do not have to be hobby related! 
 
Thank you for your time, Keith Wills  
 

 

TTrraammmmeell   TTrraaccee  FFeessttiivvaall   bbeeiinngg  ppllaannnneedd   
 

Preliminary plans are for the Festival to be held on Saturday, 
December 2, 2006, in Tatum Texas.  The festival will feature 
vendors, a chili cook-off, a car and motorcycle show and fun 
and games for the entire family. 
 
The festival is being planned to raise funds for the Tatum 
Library as they continue their expansion project. 
 
The Gold Prospectors Club in Greenville has been invited 
and the Rusk County Treasure Hunters Association has been 
invited to have a booth at the festival also. 
 
Cost for booths and other information will be coming soon so 
be thinking about how the RCTHA could best use this 
opportunity to promote the detecting hobby and maybe gain 
some new members for our club. 
 
 



                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 

MMiicchhaaeell   CCuulloott ttaa  
 
Michael lives in Jacksonville, Texas with his wife and 
teaches media technology at Jacksonville High 
School.  He has been involved with television 
broadcasting and video production for the past twenty 
years and he also ran a landscape business for 
thirteen years 
 
Michael started detecting in 1986 with a Garrett 
Groundhog detector and now uses a Garrett Ace 250 
detector. 
 
He normally hunts alone but enjoys hunting with small 
groups and likes to detect for coins.  He would like to 
do more relic, beach, and ghost town detecting in the 
future. 
 
Michael likes to hunt old house places, public parks, 
schools, and stadiums.  His favorite find to date is a 
Walking Liberty half-dollar, which he found near the 
Courthouse in Center, Texas.  Michael also collects 
antique bottles. 
 
Michael’s advice to other detectorists is “Learn to 
identify poison ivy”, (and we suspect there is a story to 
go along with that sage advice). 
 
Other hobbies that Michael enjoys are photography, 
playing the guitar, and Dutch oven cooking. 
 
 

 
 

 
Michael’s favorite club activities are the monthly meetings, the 
seeded club hunts and the finds of the month contest.  He would 
also like to see club members become involved in geocacheing 
hunts. 
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Lost Ring Found  
 

By David Chapman 
 
Saturday afternoon a few weeks ago, I received a phone call from one of our friends. Her son 
had been involved in a car accident recently. Her son and his female friend were on their way 
home after moving him out of his apartment in College Station.  On their way home they 
stopped for supper and had one drink with the meal.  After getting back on the road the young 
man dozed off and the truck he was driving drifted off the road.  As the young man woke up he 
over corrected and lost control of the truck.  The truck and trailer they were pulling flipped 
over and the young lady riding with him lost her life in the resulting accident. 
 
She had just graduated from A&M around the first of August and her A&M class ring was 
missing after the accident.  Our friend asked if I could try to find the ring with my metal 
detector and I told her I would be happy to assist them Monday afternoon after I got off work 
and that Caleb could begin looking after he got out of school on Monday. 
 
On Monday afternoon, Caleb, my daughter and the young lady’s family started looking for the 
ring at the scene of the accident around 4:45 p.m. I called on my way home from work and was 
told that the ring had not been located yet. Caleb had band practice at 7:00 p.m. and I showed 
up a little after 6:00 p.m. to continue looking and let Caleb go to his practice.   
 
As Caleb began to leave, the young man came up to Caleb, hugged his neck and told him 
"Caleb, please-please never drink and drive.  I chose to have a drink with supper that evening 
and then got back in the truck to drive on home.  The drink relaxed me and I fell asleep. Now I 
have to live with myself. My actions and decision took the life of a good friend, a daughter, a 
granddaughter and most likely someone's future wife and mother”. 
 
About 20 minutes after Caleb left for his practice I recovered the young lady’s lost ring. 
 
I am sharing this experience not to brag that I found a ring but to beg everyone to be careful of 
his or her decisions and realize that one drink can take the life of a friend or loved one.  
 
Although the ring will not be enjoyed by the young lady who lost it in the accident, it has been 
returned to her family as a keepsake to remember her by. 
 
 


