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Saturday, August 25, 2007 
 

There is absolutely no one in the park-

ing lot at 4:30 in the morning.  No one 

is even passing by on the loop in Jack-

sonville.  As I wait under the street 

light, pickup truck headlights turn into 

the drive.  ñWell good morning Bob 

Bradberry,ò I yawn.  ñHow did I get 

here?ò answers Bob.  ñI think Iôll 

drive us there in my carò I reply.  Off 

we go on the hour and forty minute 

drive to Gilmer to meet the hunting 

crew. 
 

Bob and I entered the Country Café 

just before sunrise.  Keith Wills and 

crew are happily munching on break-

fast and slurping down cups of cof-

fee.  They are obviously trying to im-

press us that they are wide 

awake.  After the usual metal detector 

talk and more caffeinated beverages, 

we head out to the parking lot to cara-

van down a long county road to the 

scene of the crime. 
 

W e 

a r e 

m e t 

somewhere southwest 

of town by detective 

Matt.  He proceeds to 

describe the chain of 

events that have led us to this point.  It seems about a 

week before, our suspect was unhappy with his girl-

friend.  He proceeded to end the relationship by applying 

three bullets to her body from his semiautomatic 

weapon.  He ran away and she survived the assault. 

 

Later when police arrived at the wounded ladyôs house 

she proceeded to tell them that she still loved him and 

that he surely was not trying to kill her.  He was just a 

little ticked off.  Someone pointed the law in the right 

direction and they later caught up with the suspect. 
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Doing their part to show the hobby of metal detecting in a positive light, Terry Smith, 

Bob Wills, Harry Cambria, Dana Logston, Bob Bradberry, Keith Wills, Jess Allen 

Carol O'Brian, and Michael Culotta braved the heat, early morning drive, briers and 
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