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Saturday, August 25, 2007 
 

There is absolutely no one in the park-

ing lot at 4:30 in the morning.  No one 

is even passing by on the loop in Jack-

sonville.  As I wait under the street 

light, pickup truck headlights turn into 

the drive.  “Well good morning Bob 

Bradberry,” I yawn.  “How did I get 

here?” answers Bob.  “I think I‟ll 

drive us there in my car” I reply.  Off 

we go on the hour and forty minute 

drive to Gilmer to meet the hunting 

crew. 
 

Bob and I entered the Country Café 

just before sunrise.  Keith Wills and 

crew are happily munching on break-

fast and slurping down cups of cof-

fee.  They are obviously trying to im-

press us that they are wide 

awake.  After the usual metal detector 

talk and more caffeinated beverages, 

we head out to the parking lot to cara-

van down a long county road to the 

scene of the crime. 
 

W e 

a r e 

m e t 

somewhere southwest 

of town by detective 

Matt.  He proceeds to 

describe the chain of 

events that have led us to this point.  It seems about a 

week before, our suspect was unhappy with his girl-

friend.  He proceeded to end the relationship by applying 

three bullets to her body from his semiautomatic 

weapon.  He ran away and she survived the assault. 

 

Later when police arrived at the wounded lady‟s house 

she proceeded to tell them that she still loved him and 

that he surely was not trying to kill her.  He was just a 

little ticked off.  Someone pointed the law in the right 

direction and they later caught up with the suspect. 
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Doing their part to show the hobby of metal detecting in a positive light, Terry Smith, 

Bob Wills, Harry Cambria, Dana Logston, Bob Bradberry, Keith Wills, Jess Allen 

Carol O'Brian, and Michael Culotta braved the heat, early morning drive, briers and 

brambles to assist the Upshur County Sherriffôs Department search for a discarded 

weapon on Saturday, August 25.   Great job yôall! 

Continued on page 3 
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Monthly Finds Contest Winners 

 Winner Description 

Coins 1St  Margaret Logston 1952 Half Dollar 

 
2nd  Dorris St. Clair Coin 

3rd  Tom Moss 1905 Indian Head Penny 

Jewelry 1St  Brenda Foxworth Gold Baby Ring 

 
2nd  Keith Ballow 1930õs Brass Makeup Compact 

3rd  Dorris St. Clair Silver Ring 

Artifacts 1St  Tina Logston Lighter with rings hidden inside  

 
2nd  Tom Moss 1820 Kentucky Rifle 

3rd  Keith Ballow 1930õs Makeup Compact 

Tokens 1St  Margaret Logston Louisiana Tax Token 

2nd  Tom Moss 1902 Lumber Co. Token 
 

3rd  Michael Culotta Custom Soap Token 

Judges  1St  Tom Moss 54 Cal. Bullet  

Choice 2nd  Ed Worley Army Jeep 

 3rd  David Price Pot Bellied Stove Lid 

Ilona Allen, Bob Anderson, Charles Walters, 
Bobby Haney, Richard Green, Shawn Norris 

Ticket Drawing Winners 

Sign-in Sheet Winners 

Bob Bradberry, Keith Ballow, A.D. Clark 
Shawn Norris, Suzanne Reed, Dorris St. 

Clair, Ada Worley, Jess Kelly,  
Charles Walters, Ed Worley,  

Junior St. Clair, Darrell Crosby  

Dates to Remember 

 
Longview Club Meeting 

Second Monday of Month 

Rusk County Club Meeting 
Second Tuesday of Month 

Smith County Club Meeting  
Third Saturday of Month 

 
 
 
 

September meeting refreshment volunteers: 
Sam Harris, Jess AllenñDrinks 

Debbie Crosby, Dorris St. ClairñSnacks 

Name Tag Drawing Winner 

Bob Anderson 

Marble Drawing 

Margaret Logstonñ$52.00 

 

Directions to Lake  

Murvaul Marina  
 

From Hwy 79 (Henderson to Car-

thage) take FM 1970 South to 

Hwy 315 (runs from Mt Enterprise to 

Carthage). Continue on FM 1970 

South.  Turn right on FM 1234 which 

dead-ends at marina.  The swimming 

area will be on your left past the 

camping area.  

 

Lake Murvaul Club Hunt  
 

Saturday, September 8, 2007 

Lake Murvaul Marina 8:00 A.M. 
 

(See map on page 3) 
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Backwoods Adventure               Continued from page 1 

According to Detective Matt, when the perp (Cop talk for 

perpetrator) was interrogated, the poor boy told them the 

whole thing was an accident and that he was really sorry. 

(I must interject my opinion here.  "One bullet could be 

considered an accident: But, three?  Maybe if the trigger 

got stuck.  Thatôs just my thought on the matter.  These 

pre-judgmental types of views are probably why I never 

get picked for jury duty".)  Anyway back to the story. 

 

So why are a group of nine sharp eyed, well equipped 

treasure hunters summoned to this backwoods loca-

tion?  It seems the confessed suspect decided to cooperate 

and tell the nice policeman where he disposed of the 

weapon.  He led a number of law enforcement officers 

down a utility right of way and proceeded to explain how 

he got rid of his hardware.  He said he popped out a cou-

ple of rounds here and dropped the clip there.  Then he 

threw the gun as hard as he could into the brush.  After a 

couple more steps he remembered to empty his pockets 

of the rest of the ammo.  (Again, Iôm thinking, heôs carry-

ing a lot of bullets for this to be an accident.) 
 

At any rate, the DA really likes to have hard evidence 

like the gun that was used to commit the crime. This 

makes the judge happy and the 

policemen get to go home early 

„cause they got the guy that said 

he shot the girl and they‟ve got the 

smoking gun.  Or do they? 
 

All those policemen looked all 

over that area.  They found the 

items the guy said he dropped on 

the dirt road, all except for the ac-

tual gun.  That‟s when the DA 

called the Wills' Gang.  Keith and 

his dad, Bob, joined in the 

hunt.  After much sweat and curs-

ing the sun, they too, could not 

detect the firearm; however they 

did find two more rounds of ammo 

that changed the theory as to 

where the suspect may have 

stopped to throw the gun into the 

heavy foliage. 
 

Keith sends out word via email for 

assistance.  And here we are.  At 

the same spot.  With the same 

story and instructions:  Find the 

gun but "don‟t touch it!"  I want to tell you, we looked 

and detected high and low.  We made and followed a 

grid.  We fanned out in all directions.  Tripping over 

downed tree limbs and detecting a lot of trash from the 

friendly folks who like to dump in abandoned areas.   

 

We even asked the detective to throw rocks that were 

about the weight of the gun in the direction the shooter 

says he flung the thing, while we stood on the other end 

dodging those rocks to see where they might land.  After 

about three sweltering hours of this, the pistol still could 

not be found. 

 

I‟m not going to say, “To make a long story short,” be-

cause it is already a long story, but we all felt good that 

we tried our best to do a good deed; to strengthen the in-

tegrity of metal detectorists in the eyes of law enforce-

ment; and come together as a team, a club, to fight a 

never ending battle for truth, justice, and the American 

way.  Hey, was that last part from the opening of the 

1950‟s Superman TV show? 
 

Next time Keith sends out a request for assistance, join 

the adventure if you can.  You may be the extra set of 

eyes that makes the difference. 
 

Map to Lake Murvaul 
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August Finds of the Month Contest 

Just so you will know... 

 

Remember to mark you calendar for November10, 2007.  The RCTHA will have a booth again this year at the Syrup 

Festival.  Volunteers will be needed for set up on the Friday before and also on the Saturday of the festival. 
 

We are coming up on the end of the year which always means two things.  First, the annual Christmas party/dinner in 

December and secondly, the election of officers for 2008.  Keep these items in mind as we wind down the rest of the 

year. 
 

The club is still buying silver coins, especially dimes.  If you would like to sell some silver, contact one of the club‟s 

officers for current pricing. 

HAPPY HUNTING! 

 


